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This document proposes a kindergarten curriculum designed to contribute to a 
substantial reduction of the cultural and conceptual gaps in the development of 
disadvantaged children. The study of an urban kindergarten class of 25 focuses on a 
curriculum emphasizing social studies, mathematics, and language and on teaching 
methodology with emphasis on parent involvement. A description of the project is 
followed by chapters on structural programs in social science, mathematics, and 
lanquaqe and a chapter devoted to the teacher and teaching strategies. According 
to this document, a major finding of the study was that the single most productive 
teaching strategy for disadvantaged kindergarten children was the selection of very 
specific goals toward which to plan. Conclusions on curriculum success are outlined. 
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The problem under study in this demonstration project 
is currently receiving a great deal of attention. There is 
widespread acceptance of the need to evolve new curriculum 
patterns and teaching strategies in the schools to reduce 
the deficits in conceptual and language ability of a sizeable 
segment of the young population in depressed areas. 

The researchers chose to study innovation in curriculum 
development and teaching strategies in a naturalistic setting 
which reflects the conditions of learning and teaching in 
inner-city schools. It seems likely that findings which 
emerge from demonstration studies like this one will have 
relevance to teachers of young children, in addition to 
furnishing detail needed for experimental studies. 

The researchers are indebted, for substantial cooperation 
and support, to many colleagues on the staff of P. S. 282 
Brooklyn, of the New York City Board of Education: Miss 

Jenny Montag, Principal, for her sustained interest and support 
in facilitation of key aspects of the project; Miss Lois 
Jacobson, teacher of the demonstration kindergarten class, for 
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her deep involvement and enthusiastic participation in 
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realizing the plans of the program; Assistant Principals, 

• * 

Mr. Bernard Levenson, and Miss Margaret Gilboy, and 
Mr. Venancio Medina, Spanish Coordinator. 

The researchers are grateful to other New York City 
Board of Education personnel who facilitated and supported 
this project, including Mr. Maurice Mehlman, Assistant 
Superintendent, District 25-27 in Brooklyn, Miss Ann Goldstein, 
the Language Arts Coordinator in this School District, 

Mrs. Rebecca Winton, Director of the Bureau of Early Childhood 
Educatton, and especially Mr. Victor Sppvack of the Bureau of 
Audio-Visual Instruction. 

Mr. Irving Carlin, and Mrs. Ruth Rosenfeld, Principal 
and Teacher, respectively of P. S. 157 Brooklyn made it possible 
to test a comparison class of kindergarten children. 

The researchers would like to express their sincere 
appreciation to the administrations of the Department of 
Education of Brooklyn College of the City University of New 
York and of Teachers College, Columbia University for their 
cooperative support of this project. 
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Purpose and Scope of Study 



Current research increasingly emphasizes the pre-school 
and early school years as the critical period for language 
and concept development* Success in reading and in reaching 
satisfactory achievement in all content areas of the school 
program appears to he impossible without a stable grasp of 
needed concepts and the concomitant skills of verbalization 
and communication* 



Children from disadvantaged urban communities are sig- 
nificantly less equipped with language skills and conceptual 
formulations when they enter kindergarten than children from 
middle-class environments. While pre -kindergarten education 
is greatly to be desired and encouraged, especially in ex- 
perimental programs, there continues to be an urgent need 
to determine how the critical kindergarten year in school 
can be designed to contribute to a substantial reduction of 
the cultural and conceptual gaps in the development of dis- 
advantaged children. The school holds the most promise as 
the agent which can offer needed background and experiences 
to deprived, urban children in order to overcome learning 
deficits and to help them develop efficient learning stra- 
tegies. The problem, primarily, concerns the development of 
more appropriate curriculums and the Qemcomitant changes in 
teaching behavior required. 
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Related Literature 







functioning at higher levels.l Hunt concludes from his 
study of Piaget that the rate of the child’s intellectual 
development is to a considerable degree a function of the 
child’s encounters with the environment . 2 

Pla veil’s interpretation of Piaget includes the im- 
plication for teaching that the child should first work in 
the most concrete and action-oriented context possible, 
manipulating objects himself to ''see” the principle operate 
in his own actions. Then, says Flavell, Piaget would have 
the child progressively internalize and schematize the idea, 
reducing perceptual and motor supports and moving from ob- 
jects to symbols of objects and from motor action to speech. 3 
White’s theory of competence motivation also supports a high 
level of active interaction with the environment and offers 
the concept of ’’effective motivation,” involving satisfac- 
tion or a feeling of efficacy in transactions in which 
behavior has an exploratory, varying, experimental charac- 
ter and produces changes in the stimulus field. 4 

Almy , replicating some Piaget tests of children’s think- 
ing, found children in day care centers in low socio-economic 
areas functioning at distinctly lower levels than middle-class 
children of the same age. 5 Martin Deutsch, studying the 
effects of cultural deprivation in three and four year olds, 
has detailed the poverty of perception, information and 
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and Imitation in Childhood, New York, W.W. Norton Co., and 
with Barbel Inhelder, The Growth of Logical Thinking from 
Childhood to Adolescence . New York, Basic Books, 1958 « 

2. J. McV. Hunt, Intelligence and Experience . New York, 
The Ronald Press Co., 1961, p7 358. 
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4. Robert W. White, "Motivation Reconsidered: The Concept 
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5. Millie Almy and S. Chittenden, "Young Children’s 
Thinking: Understanding of the Principle of Conservation," 
presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research 
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